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rebutting evidence; but, alas, to little purpose. Only this was conceded^ ff that if he were satisfied as to the report, the estate should not break it off/' And with that Frances, triumphant in her faith, was content.
It was said that Charles Stuart contemplated obtaining Ms father's crown by marrying one of Cromwell's daughters. But no thought of this kind prevented Oliver's approval of Mr* Rich. As to Charles,, when Lord Broghill mentioned the report at Whitehall, Cromwell only remarked, " he is so damnably debauched, he would undo us all."* Poor Frances apparently convinced her father; for the marriage eventually came off, followed, alas, by widowhood within a few months. In fact Oliver, like many other strong-willed fathers, found that a daughter in love is more difficult to rule than an empire. Frances had inherited his firmness of resolve, and though she was only seventeen, her small persistency inspired by love was victorious. ccTruly, I must tell you privately," wrote her sister, "they are so far engaged that the match cannot be broken off. She acquainted none of her friends with her resolution when she
did it/'t
While the "poor family" was thus distracted, the father was steadily bent on making his country supreme in trade, and the head of the Protestant interest of the world. A new treaty was in progress with Sweden, and Whitelock had much difficulty in escaping a second embassy. The propositions involved mutual concessions as to the enlistment of troops and hiring of ships by each Government in the dominions of the other. J The Protector desired so to limit this right that it might conduce to the establishment of a Protestant League; but Sweden was indisposed to commit herself to such a league, and the treaty hung fire, much to the indignation of the Swedish ambassador. Indeed Cromwell conducted himself throughout as one who had more to give than to ask. On one occasion the ambassador, after waiting more than an hour in an ante-chamber at Whitehall, was about to go away in high dudgeon. But Oliver made ample apology
* The story is told hy Burnet, vol. i., p. 107. Like many other statements of the bishop, it is perhaps doubtful.
f The reference seems to be to a secret marriage. Any more ill-natured interpretation is excluded by the date of the nuptials, which were more than a year after.
J Whitelock:  " Memorials," p. 633.
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